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SIGNIFIGANT CATEC RIE: OF RAIL

ROLLING-STOCK DATA

1. Assuming that statisties are to be ~ol ected on a chart, under
what headngs, not more than forty (40) in mmber, should data on the
assage of Soviet rolling stock be cumuletively collected and reported?
Each heading will -rovide a close definition of tynes of rolling stoak
to be tallied for each hour, dzy or week in the "column" below it.

The selected headings must be such that

a. A1l rail cers assing s plven point in one direction are
included.

b, Chenges in the rote for ench hesding -~elected will have as
direct ac ~ossible = beer ng on internretati n of Soviet military
{ntertions, If sufficient f exibility remaine in the system of
headings, the irclusior of some hen’ings offerirg valuable egconomig
data, but of 1little sipnificance regrrding military irtentlone,

will be accentable, :

¢. Each heading will ‘nelnde gll cars of one or more ty-es or
models, excent that

d., the headings full and em ty may be “ncluded, tut only in
those cases where such : distinection 1e a significant one and, of
eourze, on the ecndition that this pair of headings be accented
two of the total nermissible forty (40),

2. What are the ‘etailed characteristics of the models tc be entered
under each of the chosen healinga?

Assuming that there are four hundred (400) distinct models of
railroad cars in use on the Soviet rall system, all of them fall
into certain basic classes, possibly as followsi

Engines

Passenger cars

Flat cars

Gondolas

Honper cars

Box cars

Tank cars

Miscellanéous (including meintenance and service cars,
tenders, cabooses, ate,),

Any model which ir cstirated to com rize lese than 5% of the
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rolling stock in ang one of these basic classes can be omitted

from conslderstion., Thie will reduce the overall mumber of dstine-
tive models for which separate counts muct be maintalned. Similarly,
another grouv of models (possibly even gll of those in one basie
olass, e.,g, the miseellaneous), can perhaps be specifically sliminated
from the pecord even though, to 3o this, they must first be recognised
and omitted st the time of observation,

'In 1941, there were, for exa~ple, more than 250 types (models) of
tank cars in use on the USSR reil system, Though these could be broken
down into three classes by axle~count and into #ipht olasses by commodity,
one suthor, writing for rail adminlstrators, found it sufficient to
confine hls discuselons to the six (6) “most cormon" tyves:

Normal - two-gxle
Odessa (type 5) - two-axle
Heevy (MARTI.; POL ~ four-axle
011 (thermos - two-axle
Heavy (MARTI) Acid ~ four-axle
North~Caucazus - four-axle

~~POVOROZHENKO, V.V., Qrganizatsiya Perevozok Nalionykh Gruszov
Moscow, 1941 (Iibrary of Corprescs TP 692.5. p 6). : ’

With these two amendments t- the absolute total of 400 models, the
number of models for which resords must be maintained may be reduced to,
let us say, 150, dstribtuted as follows: ‘

Engines of 18 ¥ 3 unknown or new models
Pagsenger cars of 27 "
Flat cars of 15 . v
Gondolas of 12 "
Hopper cars of 12 .

Bax wvars of 32 ;l 9 un‘mown or new models
Tank sars of 18 £ 3 unknown or new models
Others of 1 (1.8, niseellaneous) model

Total models 150 models
Given the deteiled apecifications for esch of these models , and
guidance as to the heading under which each should be entered, it will

then be noseibtle to find one or another "eommon denominator? for most,
if not all, of the models falling under each heading,
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